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Park Forest Historical Society

The Park Forest Historical Society, founded in 1985 to
promote and preserve the history of Park Forest, is an
independent 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit which presents
programs sharing perspectives on the village’s unique
past. The Society supports and solicits donations and
volunteers for the Park Forest Local History Collection and
Archive and cares for the collection. Check online for
items needed for the Archive and for Volunteer tasks. The
Society operates the 1950s Park Forest House Museum, in
its new home at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 227 Monee
Road, and accepts donations toward expenses.

We are proud to announce the induction of six new
members to the Park Forest Hall of Fame today. The
main criteria for election are consistent, substantial and
beneficial contributions to the life and citizens of Park
Forest over a considerable span of time. Hall of Fame
inductions began in 1989; the ceremony and celebration
became an annual event in 1994.

Visitors to the 1950s Museum can purchase Carroll F.
Sweet, Jr.’s book Park Forest — the Early Years, 1946-
1956, Jerry Shnay’s pictorial history, Park Forest Dreams
and Challenges, Gregory Randall’s America’s Original G.L
Town, or “Remembering Rich East” video.

We invite you to join in the efforts to preserve, interpret
and celebrate the history, diversity and achievements of
Park Forest. Membership applications are available
online. Programs are posted on YouTube for 2020-2022,
including the 2020, 2021 and 2022 Hall of Fame
Inductions. Contact the Society by
e-mail:parkforesthistoryl@yahoo.com or by phone at
(708) 481-4252. Find the museum and society on
Facebook and Twitter.

THE 1950S PARK FOREST HOUSE MUSEUM

The Museum began as a temporary, two-month
exhibit at 397 Forest Blvd, as the kick-off to the
50th Anniversary of Park Forest, hence it was the
50th Anniversary House Museum. The Society as-
sumed responsibility for its operation in 2001. The
museum existed at 397 Forest for nine years, hav-
ing added a second unit at 395 Forest, from Octo-
ber 2005 through May 2007. We paid no rent due
to the generosity of Thorn Creek Townhomes own-
er, David Clapper of Atlantic Associates. In January
2007, we adopted the name, "1950s Park Forest
House Museum" to increase public awareness.

We lost those two units in May 2007.

In October 2007, one unit at 141 Forest Boulevard
offered by Central Park Townhomes, thrust us into
paying rent, and storage for the contents of our
second unit. New owner, Andrew Brown, Central
Park Apartments, increased rent to $565, asked us
to leave by May 31, 2014, extended to March 31,
2015, then rent two months at $900.

Unable to purchase a cooperative due to cove-
nants or a condo due to cost, the Society moved to
two classrooms in St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 227
Monee Road where we continue to interpret an
early Park Forest home, life for its residents, and
tell the story of Park Forest. Visitors are appreciat-
ing accessibility of being on one level and in-
creased space within the museum. All are amazed
that the layout so closely resembles the original,
with the actual kitchen in place.

Open Wednesday and Saturday 1-3:30 p.m.; or
by appointment.
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY CORPORATE

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
$5000 Benefactors
Village of Park Forest Freedom Hall
350 Victory Drive Nathan Manilow Theater

Challenge Match Grant

$400 Corporate Member
Blackbaud Giving Fund

$100 Corporate Members
Tower Cleaners
Janet Fiorenzo

230 Forest Blvd. Park Forest

Wish Photography Wendy@
wishphotographyvideo.com

S50 Corporate Members
Patricia Moore Studio
274 Main Street, 2nd Floor

$35 Corporate Donor
Network for Good

Your company name
could be here next year.
Basic corporate membership
is $50.

410 Lakewood, Park Forest

Park Forest Public Library
400 Lakewood, Park Forest

Thank You to St. Mary’s
Catholic Church
For daily courtesies extended

Historical Society Board
Chris Janota, President
Jane Nicoll, Vice-President
Judith McGee, Secretary
Kerrington Adams, Treasurer
Jane Nicoll, Archivist

Board of Directors
Safiyyah Al Amin Michael Gans
Maria Dillard-Lemons
Raymond Myles Warren Wood

Hall of Fame Selection Committee
Kerrington Adams Therese Goodrich
Chris Janota
Jane Nicoll Warren Wood
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GARY V. FRIEDLUND

Be it food, flowers, or festivals, for more than 35 years Gary
Friedlund has been a local businessman contributing to the health
and welfare of Park Forest and the greater south suburban
community. For more than 35 years he was a businessman striving to
take care of the public.

His lifetime of work in producing fresh garden crops, promoting
efforts of home gardeners and setting a healthy eating atmosphere
have made him a well-known figure in both Park Forest and the
entire south suburbs.

At one time he ran the well-respected Plaza Flowers shop, that
provided daily floral delivery and bridal service throughout the
Chicago and suburban area from the north suburbs to Kankakee. Gary
Friedlund Landscaping and Arborist Service provided lawn and
landscaping service including tree trimming and removal.

During that time, he served on the Chamber of Commerce,
Rotary Club and both the Village’s Economic Development
commission and the Environmental Commission.

For many years, after Mr. Friedlund’s beard became snow white
and children started recognizing him as Santa, even in the summer
months, Mr. Friedlund became the Village Santa. He had a suit made
by a professional seamstress and participated in the annual lighting of
the Downtown Christmas Tree distributing hundreds of gifts to the
attending children.

After retiring from floral services, Friedlund became involved in
food production and distribution and assisted in moving the South
Suburban Food Cooperative from Matteson to Downtown Park
Forest.

During this time, he was principal in the formation of S.A.F.E.
The grower raised produce in 150 foot of greenhouse and three acres
of land. The produce was distributed to local food pantries including
the St. Irenaeus Catholic Church food pantry in Park Forest. He also
was a principal in creating the church’s community garden.

To this day, Gary Friedland continues to assist community
gardeners to prepare, plant and maintain their gardens with his
garden implements.



HON. RAYMOND FUNDERBURK

In the spring of 1979, a friend told newly graduated lawyer
Raymond Funderburk of what he said were “very attractive affordable
and available cooperative housing” units in Park Forest. AlImost as soon
as he became a member of the community, he became involved with
the workings of the village.

That move has led to more than a 40-year career as a legal advisor
to numerous commissions and committees in the area as well as a dis-
tinguished 21-year career as a Cook County Circuit Court judge.

Born in Philadelphia, Funderburk arrived in Chicago in 1967 after
serving two years in the military. After working for an insurance compa-
ny, he became a bus driver for the Chicago Transportation Authority.
When he left the CTA to concentrate on his studies at University of Illi-
nois-Chicago he drove a bus during the summers. After earning a bach-
elor’s degree in 1974, he followed it with a Master of Arts in Public Ad-
ministration from Roosevelt University in 1975 and his Juris Doctorate
degree from University of lllinois College of Law in 1978.

Since being admitted to the lllinois Bar in 1979, the same year he
moved to Park Forest, Funderburk has become a major legal presence
in the behind-the-scenes operations of numerous commissions and
committees in the south suburbs.

Shortly after coming to Park Forest he became a member of the
Park Forest Running and Pancake Club which led to a his becoming a
valuable behind-the-scenes presence for numerous runners’ groups
including the storied Park Forest Scenic Ten race.

Judge Funderburk became fully involved with the intricacies of
village life, serving one term on the Park Forest Library Board, and as
chairman of the Village’s Housing Review Board, the Housing Board of
Appeals, the Equal Opportunity Review Board and the Zoning Board of
Appeals. He also served on the School District 227 Advisory Board and
the Legal Advisory Board for Aunt Martha’s Services.

Additionally, he was on the Executive Committee of the Far South
Suburban Branch of the NAACP and on the committee that worked to
create the Old Plank Trail.

First appointed a Cook County judge in 1993, he was re-elected
three times before retiring in 2018. Judge Funderburk serves as a
moderator for numerous candidate forums sponsored by the Park
Forest Committee for Non-Partisan Local Government. For more than
20 years, he has served as Moderator for the Annual Town Meeting of
the Rich Township Government.

ANNUAL FUND DONORS 2022-2023

$1000 Donors
Therese Goodrich Jane Addison
$500 Paul Blobaum
James and Judith Klutznick Diana Cruz
$400+ Curtis Lemons
Terry Medhurst Anne Marie Leofanti
$100 Stan Moore
Kerry Adams & Blaise Parker Dr. David Myrow
Vera Barber Mel and Janet Muchnik
Verena Ellenberg Valerie Nicholson
John Klose Helen Page
Stephen and Elizabeth Lloyd Jane and Jonna Steinmetz
Bob and Jill Martin Carl and Jane Stover
Norman Schickedanz Kathy Vagt
Sally Wallach

In honor of Jane Nicoll Stover
$25 Robert L. and Susan M. Harmon

Hall of Fame Sponsors

Special thanks to Therese Goodrich and Terry Medhurst
for their generous support.
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HALL OF FAME MEMBERS

2020 2022
Katherine “Katie” Felt Armstrong Robert W. Annett
June Defoe Margaret Q. Annett
Anna Bonita Dillard Edward Czupryn, Jr.
Roy R. Dillard Allen S. Warshaw
Janet Fiorenzo Cheryl Levinson Warshaw
Edwin Fizer Charlotte L. Wolf
Bruce Ziegle Homer S. Wolf

2021 2023
Ann Hernandez Gary V. Friedlund
Dr. Jerome A. Kharasch, MD Hon. Raymond Funderburk
Yuan Liang Andrew Gladstone
Colonel Milan Plavsic Georgette Gladstone
John L. Scott * John A. Ostenburg
H. Thurber Stowell Dave Rudolf

*- Oral History transcripts available at the Archive.

will hopefully be
added soon.

** _Transcripts also available on the digital project, “Park Forest: An
Illinois Planned Community” at www.idaillinois.org. More transcripts
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ANDREW GLADSTONE

Born in England to an Army Air Force Captain and his British wife,
Andrew Gladstone came to the United States in 1949 and arrived in
Park Forest two years later as part of one of the thousands of families
flocking to the young village’s growing reputation as a haven for
veterans of World War Il; a “G.l. Town” that would transform post-war
suburban living.

It was also the beginning of his lasting relationship with the
community; one in which he served with distinction in different eras
and by different means.

In 1974, he and wife Georgette applied to buy a unit in Cedarwood
Cooperative, but their request was denied. He spearheaded a move
that helped change recognition of “head of household” to include
women. At the time both Andrew and Georgette were making nearly
identical salaries as teachers but only his mattered to Cedarwood which
defined a woman as a “reproductive” member of the family rather than
a “productive” member and a co-partner.

Gladstone worked with the Village Ombudsman helping to spearhead
a successful challenge to that archaic rule. Andrew later served as
President of Cedarwood Co-operative.

In 1994 he was the head coach of Park Forest Eagles Girls fastpitch
travel softball team, which won the lllinois
State Championship and advanced to Amateur Softball Association 16-
and-under National Championships. Most of these players became
significant members of society, pursuing successful careers in law,
teaching, or medicine.

In 1995, he was elected to a three-year term as a member of the
Village Board of Trustees. This was during a turbulent time in the
history of the community and an era in which the Village assumed
ownership of Downtown Park Forest. Despite community efforts to
retain both Marshall Field and Sears, the two major department stores,
both shut their doors. Sears “abandoned” Park Forest, but the Village
recovered more than $3 million in restitution from Sears, including tear
down costs of the store and the removal of hazardous materials from
its large auto repair facility.

Most of Andrew’s career was spent at Crete-Monee High School
where he taught French and history and served as a dean and coach.

Andrew and Georgette worked together on many of the volunteer
projects which included his spending countless hours while she was
head of the Advisory Board for Recreation and Parks planning
redevelopment of our parks.



GEORGETTE GLADSTONE

The dictionary defines the word volunteer as a person “who
freely offers to take part in an enterprise or undertake a task.” To that
end Georgette Gladstone’s efforts for the people of Park Forest not
only fit that description but set a new standard of service to the village,
the only home she has known.

She is a pioneer resident of the village, born to George and Johan-
na Rosner in 1950, shortly after the couple moved into the still unpaved
new community the previous year.

Her communal life in the village included a near 30-year career as
a teacher and an even longer length of volunteer service to the village.
She met her husband Andrew Gladstone while a substitute teacher at
Bloom High School. After becoming “a full-time mom” in 1976 to Peter,
then Danielle, she began an active career serving on various village and
community groups as well as returning to the classroom in 1984 in
School District 163.

Until her retirement in 2011, she mentored high risk pre-school
children and trained others on how to interact with them. For those
efforts and others during that time, she received the 1997 Outstanding
Educator Singer Service Award from the Park Forest Jaycees.

In conjunction with the Park Forest Police Department’s Commu-
nity Service Program, from 1994 to 2001, and at a time when officers
often ticketed teens for smoking in public, she provided programs on
how to quit smoking with her efforts being recognized by the Village.

As the chair of the Village’s Recreation and Parks Advisory Board
for six years she helped establish seasonal programming, a neighbor-
hood park was built in Eastgate and Murphy Park’s playground was
rebuilt with natural materials. For her dedication she received the Vil-
lage’s 2015 Good Egg Award,

In 2018, she received a Park Forest Oscar, presented to those
residents whose volunteer efforts made a difference in the life of the
village.

Whether it was her dedicated efforts trying to pass the Equal
Rights Amendment in the 1970s when she helped form the Women’s
League to an effort to establish a trauma center in the south suburbs in
the 1990s, Georgette Gladstone has been an ardent supporter for the
betterment of life in her beloved community.

As she says, her service was “nothing really extraordinary, just life
in Park Forest

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS

2012
Davidson, Mary
DioGuardi, Francis H,
lafollo, Marie A.
McDannel, Leonard
McDannel, Margaret
Paris, Roger D.
Sturges, Al
Sturges, Barbara G.
Tall Grass Arts Association
2013
Gallagher, James
Gallagher, Marlene H.
Joyce, John
McCray, Alicia Rodman
Tilley, William M.
Park Forest Nurses Club
2014
Henkel, James
Henkel, Ruth
Mann, A. Wayne
Medhurst, Ralph C.
Medhurst, Terry J.
Navid, Robert A.
Navid, Ruth P.
Pierce, Robert G.
Rich East High School
2015
Crabb, Joan Bogar
Cribbs, Maureen Hubbard*
Mendelson, Jon
Mendelson, Judy Dolan
Neel, Bruce L.
Perry, John
Olson, Dr. Magne B.
Friends of Thorn Creek Woods

2016
Demarco, Don
Lubertozzi, Larry
Lubertozzi, Mary
McDonough, Kathy (Cardona)
McNamara, Michael
Tieder, Herbert E.
Tieder, Patricia M.
Grande Prairie Singers
2017
Donahue, Jack
Donahue, Peg
Glassford, Carl
Glassford, Peggy
Simpson, Juanita
Simpson, William “Bill”
Ward, Helen Davies
Ward, Herschel Wayne
lllinois Philharmonic Orchestra
2018
Gregory C. Baker
Mary Dankowski
Deloris Janota
Yvonne Robinson**
Douglas C. Ulreich
Committee for Non-Partisan
Local Government
2019
Cliff Butz
Vivian A. Purnell
Chuck Sabey
Eugene P. Schimittgens, St.
Mary E. Schmittgens
Kiwanis Club of Park Forest


https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=APwXEdeBNvjlhmgOAGPwqB3lKCGA8guNeA:1680524621228&q=undertake&si=AMnBZoFEI0LGJdD1jElhAGFwRnmojWUcgPgs9P0neUhKxBT1me5zm_zNSMVS5OFFfA7JiF95qf6zpeCFfi2mFDqh7gvLOOUBCA%3D%3D&expnd=1

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS

2002
Colson, Dorothy
Hill, Doris F. *
Hill, John

Lawrence, Bo *
Lawrence, Helen
Thayil, Shanti C.

2003
Johnson, Ralph Gordon
Lachmann, Rudy
O’Neill, Georgia
Osterling, Blaine “Bud” *
Osterling, Hope
Peterman, Frederick W. *
Taradash, George

2004
Bennett, Richard Marsh **
Falk, Gretchen
Hamby, William I. *
Johnson, A. Oscar
McDonnell, Betty L.
Oliver, Florence
Star, Dorothy Rubin
Star, Jack *

2005
Brooks, Robert
Collins, Norma
Lohr, Judy
Maeyama, Robert “Bob”
Mathews, Jerry
Moore, Patricia

2006
Hauge, Keith
Muchnik, Janet R.
Muchnik, Mel

Steinmetz, Jane
Steinmetz, Jon
Van Horn IlI, Alfred “Al"

2007
McCall, Mary
Nicoll, Jane (Stover)
O’Sullivan, The Rev. Daniel
Saul, Anna T.
Saul, James D. **
Townsend, George
Townsend, Theresa “Terry

2008
Bernstein, Jean
Brown, Suzanne
Kramer, Kenneth
Moore, Barbara
Nicholson, Valerie
Washington, Elmer
Wheeler, Michael

2009
Kopycinski, Gary
Martin, Myrtle C.
O’Neill, Marty
Ray, John R.

”

2010

Baker, lvan A. “lke” *
Blue, Christine
Brandon, Mae
Cruz, Diana
Loebl, Jerrold
Schlossman, Norman S.
Shnay, Jerry
Shnay, Penny

2011
Brunner, Helen S.
Cunningham, Florence D.
Glassner, Adele *
Glassner, Alvin *
Humbert, Richard “Dick”
Toll, Celia-Ann
Aunt Martha’s Youth Center
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JOHN A. OSTENBURG

If you include the four years he served as a member of the lllinois
General Assembly as a state representative from this area, John
Ostenburg served the residents of Park Forest for more than one-third of
a century.

First elected as a member of the Village Board of Trustees in 1985,
he later became a member of the state house from 1993 to 1995, after
which he was an integral part of Park Forest’s governance and history,
as a Trustee from 1997 to 1999 then as Mayor for 20 years before
retiring from public service in 2019.

Among the abundant highlights of his public life, in 2012 Ostenburg
shepherded the “Growing Green: Park Forest Sustainability Plan” in a
push to make the Village a leader both regionally and nationally in
efforts to combat climate change. The approach was significant with a
plan that sought to combine the sustainability efforts of the Village
through a series of social and environmental efforts.

In 2016, Ostenburg, as a principal member of the National League
of Cities (NLC) was in the forefront of Park Forest’s program to assure
racial equity through an evaluation of policies, procedures, and practices
to replace any elements that hinder equality replacing them with
elements that would enhance it. The Village's efforts were recognized
by the NLC’s Race, Equity and Leadership (REAL) initiative in the
publication of a pamphlet, “Building on a Unique History as an
Integrated Village.”

In 2003 Ostenburg responded to requests from residents and
helped the Board of Trustees adopt a resolution urging the U.S.
government not to become entangled in a conflict in Iran without
considering the consequences of such a move.

A valued member of the Chicago Teachers Union, he served as
editor of the award-winning Chicago Union Teacher, and was the union’s
interim legislative director and lobbyist in 2003 before retiring in 2010.

He and wife Jackie for many years ran Changes Bookstore and
coffee house in Downtown Park Forest which served as a popular
meeting place and music venue. They raised four children and are
grandparents of nine.



Dave Rudolf

He says he “had the bug” about performing when he was in high
school, and since then Dave Rudolf has spread his pandemic of joy
throughout the nation with his well-crafted songs and his disarming wit.

Rudolf, who has been touring the nation’s coffee houses and college
campuses for the last 50 years is one of this country’s premier performers.
His well-crafted witty originals or feel good favorites are part of his musical
heritage which includes 42 albums with number 43 on the way. He has a
gold record to his credit and Grammy nominations, a 15-time nominee for
Entertainer of the Year.

He is an award-winning children’s book author and has written songs
for Second City and Disney. He has shared the stage with The Beach Boys,
the Everly Brothers, the Smothers Brothers, and the Gatlin Brothers. He has
worked with the Mommas and the Poppas as well as Cheech and Chong
“and lots more stuff we won’t bore you with,” he writes.

For some 30 years Rudolf has teamed with area organizations,
including Freedom Hall, Governors State University and Edgar’s Place, a
venue in the Unitarian Universalist Community Church of Park Forest, which
he now runs. His wide-ranging taste in music is mirrored in his ability to
involve his audience. For 10 years he booked talent for the Governors State
University Folk Festival. He also helped to get talent for Something Else, a
performance spot in Park Forest. At one time he even loaned a venue his
own audio amplifier. Dave is a favorite performer in Park Forest’s summer
concert series.

Among his numerous honors are three Parent’s Choice awards, two
Parents Guide wins and six Childrens Entertainment Award nominations.

In a review of a Rudolf concert, the Daily Illini said “(H)e doesn’t just let
the audience in on what he’s doing, he makes them part of it.”

“Anything and everything that happens onstage or offstage during a
Rudolf concert becomes fair game” for Rudolf.

Born in Chicago, the 73-year-old musician was raised in Bradley and
attended Bishop McNamara High School in Kankakee. Rudolf and his wife
Carolyn found a permanent home in Park Forest nearly 50 years ago.

He says the diverse nature of the community made it a great place to raise
the two Rudolf children.

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS

1989
Klutznick, Philip M. **
1994
Coxworth, Lois

Cunningham, Bernard G. **

Dietch, Henry X. **
Dinerstein, Robert A.**
Engelmann, Gerson *
Helmick, Dewey *
Hodes, Art *
Manilow, Nathan
Ringering, Leona *
Sweet Jr., Carroll F. **
Wade, Earl M.

1995
Garretson, Elaine S. **
Garretson, James L. *
Gold, Gertrude L.
McDade, Tom *
Vande Berg, Lester B.

1996
Marzuki, James *
Marzuki, Mary Lou
Racher, Alice B. *
Racher, Dr. Emanuel M.
Scherr, Marge Friedman
Waldmann, Charles
1997

Adler, Rhoda
Bean, Ron
Brown, Harold **
Brown, Rose Carol
Delue, Leona **
Delue, Ross **
Edwards, E.C.
Edwards, Margaret

1998
Goodrich, John
Goodrich, Therese
Myrow, Beverly *
Myrow, Gerald (Jerry)
Orsi, Leo E.
Scariano, Anthony **
Skaggs, Lester S.
Skaggs, Ruth
Waterman, Edward **

1999
Brenne, Lynn *
Brenne, Wilma
Janota, Raymond W.
Maeyama, George
Maeyama, Josephine *
North, John
Robinson, Leonard Carl
Walker, Sam

2000
Billig, Mrs. Steven *
Gross, Harriet P, *
Knight, Jerry Arthur *
Moore, D. Stanley *
Moore, Janice S.
Schechter, I.E. “Pappy”
Smart, Robert C.
Utes, Warren
Walker, Rita C.

2001

Kelly, F. Patrick
Leinberger, Hugo
MclLeod, J. Ron *
Morrissey, John L.
Singerman, Mayer *
Singerman, Peggie
Teshima, Harry



